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My daughter Lettic 1515
vears old. Although she
hasn't threatened to leave
home, Lette lets me know at varous
times how stupid 1 can be. Fortunately,
she also gives me pointers on how 10 be a
parent. Based on our conversations (and
what follows are verbatim (,\dm nges be-
tween my caughter and me , I've com-
piled Lettie’s 10 Rules rnr P?Ic‘ﬂn of
Teens. | carry them always, and study
them constant'y, And, if I'm as lucky as
Mark Twain's father, I'll be smart in just
eight more vears.
Rule 1: Don't hate the music |
like. When vou cringe and make a w eird
face about a song that I like, it's like you
don't like me.
Rule 2: Don't like the music | like.
If vou like everytiing 1 like, how can | be
me? [ really hate it when youtry to act like
a teenager. You already had vour turn.
Now it's my- turn.
Rule 3: Pay attention, Mom. If1
act like something bugs me, that
doesn‘t mean | don't like it. | mean
ke when | had to stay home with the
chicken pox. You always phoned me from
your work at nine 0'°¢ -lock and at noon. It
bugged me. But I liked it. And one day
vou only called me at noon!
But [ thought vou thought I was being
silly. I thought you didn't like it.
Well, veah, but I sat by the phone wait-
g for vour call at nine. And vou didn't
call. What were you doing? Was some-
t}lmg more important than me?
Rule 4: If | act like something
doesn’'t bug me, that doesn’t
mean | do like it. One mght
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you and Dad were teasing
me about asking David out
frozen vogurt after
school, and L didn't tike it.

Well, I thought we were
having a good time. You
were laughing.

[ was upset about the
teasing, and 1 was even more ticked off
because you weren 't listening tome when
1 asked vou two to stop.

Rule 5: Try to stay modern and
with it. You talk like a textbook some-
times—vou know, so old-sounding.

Well. I've tried a few new words, but
you say [ never say them right. You just
Jaugh at me.

That's right—now you've caught on to
the next rule. Ready?

Rule 6: You'll never be able to be
nodern and with it. Let's face it,
voure old. And so you can never mlk
right. Like when vou say, “Chill, babe" o
“Cool,” vou just don't say it with the nqht
attitude. The attitude has to be, "Hey,
I'm cool and [ know it, and that's cool.”
Old people just can't have that attitude.
Rule 7: lgnore my moads. [ know
this 1s your first time w ith a teenager, but
you take my moods too seriously. You
have to learn to ignore me when | Le.L you
that my life 1s meanm,:le s and ['ve lost
the will ta live, Like Megan's Mom. Me-
gan 1s her fourth reenager. She knows
how to do it. When Megan gets moody,
her mom just goes out shopping and
leaves Megan home alene. You'll learn.
Rule 8: Pay attention to me
when 1 tell you my feelings. 1
mean, like when ['m serious that my life is
meaningle‘:s take the time to talk to me.
When I reallv mean it, you know?

You mean when vou thought your life
was over because you got a deficiency
notice in English?
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! That was no hig deal.
L{n Lh\ was just trying o scare me She
didn't really mean that defiziency notice !

You mean when you umm t your i
was over because Mr. Willams called you
“the Whiz Kid" in geometry?

No! Youare too weird. That was funny
Besides, it sure made Steve sit up and
take notice.

When, then, were vou serious’

Well, when I got that wg, zit on my

nose. And when [ couidn't k »Ip Jeanne lix
up her problem with her I:.-:Jm—[lz:ia was
really depressing.
Rule 9: Don't help me! [ reallv hate 1t
when vou help me. [ don't want to know
how vou think [ should study or how vou
think I should pack for camp.

But there are some things vou /st
don't know vet. There are some things I
can still teach you.

Yes, but vou don't understand. If vou
help me, how can [ learn? [t's OK to let
me fall down. And shopping! When my
friends are around, donm help me buy
clothes.

But I thought vou liked my opiuon.
Well, that brings me to the iast rule
Rule 10: Help rne! [ lixe it when vou
help me when [ want vou . 1 like to go

shopping with \'(;w—wlo" o, And whet

they had my class schedul e all messed up
at school, 1 needed vour Lelp to get 1t
straightened out. %nd when Steve kep!
hitting me on the armin lass, and vou and

1 had that great \\alkanj alk )[lkw
help then.

Do you think ['ll ever learn all this !

Oh, veah, but it will be too late for me

I'll be old by then. ]
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